
 
 

What are the Judges Looking For?  
 
- Knowing your steps  
Be able to do your 2 steps from start to finish with no mistakes, no stops, and no hesitation. If you stop 
or make a mistake (and it happens) that will count against your score.  
 
- Knowing your music - Timing  
Dancers are required to start on time to music without assistance. You may find that at the very young 
age groups the judge might help them along, but it is to your advantage to start on your own.  
The judges will be looking for the dancer to stay on time – with the beat of the music – throughout their 
2 steps. Finishing on time to music is also an indication to the judge that you understand the timing.  
In hard shoe – a clear sense of rhythm is required. Every beat must be loud, clear and presented on time 
to music. The steps, when danced properly, fit perfectly to the beat of the music.  
 
- Knowing your footwork – Foot placement  
The art of Irish dancing requires that a dancer’s feet be turned out and crossed over almost always. This 
is why we spend so much time in class drilling the footwork and keying on the points and 5th positions. 
They are crucial!   Judges will be looking for crossing over on every “2-3” beat, a squeeze in your toe 
when you point, how turned out your feet are, a straight line in your leg from your hip to your toes, and 
if you stay up on your toes throughout your dance.  
 
- Good Posture  
Irish dancing requires that in solos the arms are down, elbows locked, and remain tight at your sides. 
Shoulders should be back – standing up straight and tall. A dancer’s eyes and chin should be up, looking 
straight ahead. Nothing on the upper body should move, wiggle, twist or bend while dancing.  
 
In addition to the dancing…  
 
- Presentation  
The most important part of a gift is what’s inside – the actual present, but the wrapping paper and shiny 
bow sure do make the package complete. The same goes for your dancing on stage. You want to present 
your steps to the judge with the best “packaging”. The way you walk out, stand in 3rd position, sharply 
point your toe before your start and the way you finish on the tops of your toes, point and bow after 
your steps are all part of the presentation. Look confident. Smile and enjoy your time on stage. Step out 
to dance ready to “show off” your hard work and beautiful dancing.  
 
- The Look  
Although you are not being judged on your costume or wig it is another part of the full presentation. 
Making sure that your socks are glued, shoes are double knotted, wig is on neatly and tightly all help to 
insure the best performance possible.  Your teacher will outfit you properly.    
 

Remember the judge doesn’t know you, how often you practice, or how hard you work at class. They 

must make their decision based on the 2 steps they see on stage at that moment. 


