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A Step-by-Step Guide to Feis Registration  
The official list of feiseanna can be found at www.northamericanfeiscommission.org. Select Schedules 
for the menu bar. The feis’ are listed in date order. Feis’ are held across the U.S. and Canada and they 
must be registered on this site to be considered “official feiseanna”.  
 
Most feis’ have a link directing you to their specific website. This is where you will find detailed 
information on their feis including:  

* Syllabus  
* Registration information  
* Hotel information (where feis is being held and/or nearby hotel with a “feis rate”)  
* Directions  
* Feis start time  
* And once registration is closed…a list of competitors & stage assignments.  

 
THE REGISTRATION PROCESS  
 
Online Registration Sites: There are four main sites that register feis’:  

 www.efeis.com 

 www.feisworx.com 

 www.feisweb.com 

 www.quickfeis.com 
 
If a feis is using one of these registration sites, they will note it on their website along with a date when 
registration will open.  
 
All sites require that you set up an account before you can start registering for feis’. You input your 
name, address, phone, dancer name, date of birth, dance school and credit card information. Now you 
are ready to register!  
 
Each site’s main page lists the feis’ that they are taking registration for. Visit these sites regularly or sign-
up for their notification emails so you are informed when feis’ open. We will also try to keep you posted 
on feis openings via email.  
 
LIMITS OR CAPS: Most feis’ have a CAP or limit on the number of entries they can accept. This is based 
on the space available at their venue as well as the reasonable number of dancers they can 
accommodate in a day keeping the competitions manageable. Feis’ in the Midwest are very popular and 
often some of the largest so they will fill up quickly. Do your best, keep on top of registration openings.  

http://www.efeis.com/
http://www.feisworx.com/
http://www.feisweb.com/
http://www.quickfeis.com/
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Since you will be a first time feis goer there are some important things you need to know...  
1. Your child must be able to dance 2 steps of each dance start to finish without mistakes, to music and 
with good skills in order to be eligible to compete. Your teacher will make this determination.  
2. You dancer must have an official BC costume in order to compete.  Please see Mary to be outfitted.    
3. Dances offered for “First Feis” & Beginner are generally the Reel & Light Jig.  
 

COMPLETING YOU REGISTRATION FOR A SPECIFIC FEIS 
You register your dancer based on AGE, LEVEL and DANCE 
 

AGE GROUPINGS  
The fine print of every syllabus explains how age is determined. No matter the date of the feis your 
dancer will compete in, his/her age is the age he/she is on January 1st of the current year, and he/she 
remains that age all year. For example, if your dancer turns 10 years old on July 1st, she was only 9 years 
old on January 1st, so she will dance in the “Under 10” (U10) age group all year. The feis will determine, 
based on the number of entries if further splitting is needed in the case of very large competition 
numbers.  

 
COMPETITION LEVELS  
Competition levels are also spelled out in every syllabus. Levels are First Feis, Beginner, Beginner 2, 
Novice, Prizewinner, Preliminary Champion, and Open Champion.  
 
FIRST FEIS – This is a one-time category for dancers that are competing for the very first time. New 
beginners should enter this category at your very first feis. It has been designed to help dancers through 
their first feis experience. Everyone receives an award!  
 
BEGINNER – dancers in their first year of instruction and in their first year of competition. Dancers enter 
this category following their “First Feis”. This category is for one year only regardless of 
placement/awards earned unless otherwise indicated by your teacher.   
 
BEGINNER 2 (or ADVANCED BEGINNER) – dancers automatically move into this category in their 2nd year 
of competition or by the discretion of your teacher.  
 
NOVICE - dancers move up to Novice in any dance which they received a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place medal. You 
move up only in that particular dance. Moving from one category to the next takes place in the next 
calendar year, or as indicated by your teacher.  
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PRIZEWINNER – dancers move to Prizewinner in any dance which they received a 1st place medal. You 
move up only in that particular dance.  
 
PRELIMINARY CHAMPION – dancers must receive 2 first place medals in each dance to move to 
Preliminary; teacher’s discretion may also allow your dancer to move into Preliminary. A dancer needs 
to be placing first consistently across the board to be considered for this level. A certain level of 
proficiency in a dancer’s skills and material is also required.  
 
OPEN CHAMPION – dancers who have won 2 first place awards in Preliminary are required to move to 
Open Champion which is the highest category of competition at the feis level.  
Please note that these are the feis categories for all Midwest feis’. The teacher’s in the Midwest have 
developed this syllabus to best suit our dancers. Feis’ outside the Midwest may offer slightly different 
competitions or call them by slightly different names. If you have any questions when registering, please 
ask your teacher.  
 
Dancers move up to the next category in the next calendar year provided they have met the 
requirements. Dancers rarely move to the next category in the same season. Students are trained with 
the correct material and skills for the level they are competing. Moving up often requires different music 
tempos or different dances which they will prepare for in the new year. Consult with your teacher if you 
have questions about the level your child should register for.  
 
It is not uncommon for dancers to spend several years in Novice & Prizewinner levels.   These 
categories were designed with stricter credentials for moving up.    
 



 
 

How to Register for a Feis 
 

4 

DANCES 
More categories are offered as your dancer progresses in level.  
 
FIRST FEIS/BEGINNER - Generally dance Light Jig and Reel.  
BEGINNER 2/ADVANCD BEGINNER - Generally dance Jig, Reel, and Slip Jig (all soft shoe dances). Some 
may also be ready for Treble Jig and/or Hornpipe (hard shoe dances). Treble Jig and Hornpipe are 
danced at fast/traditional speed only at this level. Please note, Slip Jig is danced by girls only.  
NOVICE - Generally dance Jig, Slip Jig, Reel, Treble Jig, and Hornpipe. At this level, dancers will be asked 
at side-stage if they will dance Treble Jig and Hornpipe at the fast/traditional speed or at the slow speed. 
Dancers will be grouped at the stage accordingly. Before the feis, check with your teacher about what 
speed your child dances.  
PRIZEWINNER - Generally dance Reel, Slip Jig, Treble Jig and Hornpipe. At this level, dancers will be 
asked at side-stage if they will dance Treble Jig and Hornpipe at the fast/traditional speed or at the slow 
speed. Dancers will be grouped at the stage accordingly. Before the feis, check with your teacher about 
what speed your child dances. At this level, your dancer may be ready to enter the Traditional Set 
competition as well. Please note: Often the Light Jig is not offered, just due to time constraints.  

 
PAYMENT  
Your registration is not complete until it is paid for. It is important to note that feis’ with CAPS will close 
quickly and your registration will not be included unless it is paid for. Both efeis and feisworx accept 
credit cards as well as Paypal for payment. They also offer you the option of mailing in your check, but 
confirmation of your entry is based on when they receive your payment.  

 
STAGE ASSIGNMENTS & COMPETITOR LISTING  
Many feis’ post the Stage Assignment Sheet and a Competitor List on their own website before the feis 
(after registration has closed). It can be helpful to print the stage list in advance and have it highlighted 
and ready to go for the big day! Please take careful note of check-in times, feis start times and 
directions. If you child misses a dance, there is no opportunity to make it up.  

 
CHECK-IN ON FEIS DAY  
When you arrive at the feis your first stop is the check-in table. It is here you will receive your 

registration packet including your competitor number and the list of competitions at each stage. Please 

refer to our handout “Your First Feis Experience” for detailed information on what to expect the day of 

the feis. 


