
Performances 

BC Dancers with The Chieftains & the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, March 2016:   Burke-
Conroy dancers performed a 3-night run with The Chieftains and the PSO, which closed out the 
famed groups 2016 tour.   The Chieftains have received six Grammy Awards and been 
nominated a total of eighteen times.   We were honored and thrilled to be a part of this 
amazing concert presentation.     
 
Altan Concert, Calliope Concert Series:    No Irish traditional band in the last dozen years has 
had a wider impact on audiences and music lovers throughout the world than Altan.   With 
their exquisitely produced award-winning recordings, ranging dynamically from the most 
sensitive and touching old Irish songs all the way to hard hitting reels and jigs, and with their 
heartwarming, dynamic live performances, Altan have moved audiences from Donegal to Tokyo 
to Seattle. Throughout, there has been the unwavering commitment of the band to bringing the 
beauty of traditional music, particularly that of the Donegal fiddlers and singers, to 
contemporary audiences in a way that brings out all its qualities and destroys none. In fact, 
Altan have always believed that Irish traditional music is a modern music in every sense and its 
growing influence and popularity have proved them right.  Our dancers were thrilled to blend 
our “modern” dance styles with these timeless tunes.    
 
Daniel O’Donnell Concert: The Irish singer made record-breaking chart history earlier this year 
by becoming the first recording artist in the history of the UK Artist Album Chart to have 
charted at least one new album every year since 1988, an unprecedented and unbroken 29-
year span, surpassing everyone from Michael Jackson, the Rolling Stones, Madonna and Irish 
strongholds U2. Along with this, Daniel makes regular appearances in the Billboard World Music 
Chart.   In total, Daniel has now reached the UK Artist Albums Chart with more than 35 albums 
and has now amassed THIRTY Top 30 albums over the course of his career.   Our dancers were 
featured in his “Back Home Again Tour” at the Benedum Cener in May.   
 
Eileen Ivers & Immigrant Soul:  The Burke-Conroy dancers were thrilled to perform with Eileen 
Ivers & Immigrant Soul as part of the 2015 Hartwood Acres Concert Series. Described as "the 
Jimi Hendrix of the violin", a short list of accomplishments includes a Grammy, Emmy 
nominated, the original star of Riverdance, nine-time All-Ireland Fiddle Champion, founding 
member of Cherish the Ladies, soundtracks including Gangs of New York, guest star with over 
40 orchestras, and performed for Presidents and Royalty worldwide. 2015 summer concert 
series:     

The American Ireland Funds Gala Event:   Our dancers have been featured performers at this 
annual gala for many years.   The Ireland Funds are active in 12 countries around the globe. By 
harnessing the power and goodwill of the Irish diaspora, it’s global chapters support Irish-
related causes around the world and give back to Ireland in a meaningful way.  Founded in 
1976, The Ireland Funds currently operate in 12 countries and have raised over $550 million for 
over 3,000 outstanding organizations. The AIF is the largest private funding sources for not-for-
profit and charitable causes in Ireland. 



50th Anniversary Celebration of Ordination:  On Saturday, September 23, The Burke-Conroy 
Irish Dancers performed at the 50th Ordination Anniversary of Rev. Sean M. Hogan, C.S.SP.   Fr. 
Hogan has been a fixture at Duquesne University for over 40 years. We were honored to be 
included in this momentous celebration, and feel privileged for the opportunity to offer our 
performance in honor of Fr. Hogan's Golden Jubilee.  Our group was also privileged to perform 
as a part of his 75th birthday celebration 2 years ago.   
 

• Gaelic Storm – Palace Theatre & Irish Festival Performances 

• The StepCrew at The Hillman Center for the Performing Arts 

• “The Sprigs Band” from Chicago – old-school house party & dancing at private 
residence The Duquesne Club:  Father/Daughter Dinner Dance 

• Oakmont Country Club:  Father/Daughter Dinner Dance  
 
Brian Conway - A premier Irish-American fiddler, performs with a skill, grace and force that are 
steeped in tradition but distinctively his own. Well known in the Irish/Celtic community, Conway 
has won numerous All-Ireland fiddling competitions, and has been called one of the best fiddlers of 
his generation. Nothing is missed or missing in Brian Conway's Sligo-style fiddling. He was named 
the Irish Echo's Top Trad Artist for 2008. 
 
Kevin Doyle - The recipient of a National Heritage Fellowship in Irish Dance from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the highest award for a traditional folk artist in the United States .With 
more than 57 years of dance under his feet, the tradition has taken him from 
a White House performance to the prestigious Willie Clancy Summer School in 
County Clare as a 2015 featured presenter and teacher. 
 
John Williams - Formed the groundbreaking Solas in 1995 with Seamus Egan, Winifred Horan, 
Karan Casey and John Doyle, Williams received wider recognition playing to sold out audiences 
internationally and earning two NAIRD awards and Grammy nominations. U.S. audiences recognize 
Williams from numerous appearances on Mountain Stage, A Prairie Home Companion and The 
Grand Ol' Opry as well as guest performances with The Chieftains, Nickel Creek, and Riverdance 
 

Parade Awards 

“Best Overall Irish Entry”, 2017 
“Best Senior Irish Dancers”, 2017 
“Best Senior Irish Dancers”, 2016 
“Best Junior Irish Dancers”, 2016 
“Best Non-Commercial Float” (w/ special recognition to our vocalist, Johanna Loughran!), 2016 


